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According to a US human rights group, US President Bill Clinton's administration is undermining
the ability of Haiti's democratically elected leaders to end impunity for serious rights abuses.
Meanwhile, the US has sent additional personnel to the Caribbean nation in response to continuing
security concerns. In a report released Sept. 25, New York-based Human Rights Watch/Americas
called on the US government to investigate charges that US government agencies, including the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), were involved
in serious rights abuses in Haiti.
The results of such investigations should be made public, according to the group. The report,
entitled "Thirst for Justice: Ten Years of Impunity in Haiti," also criticizes both former Haitian
president Jean Bertrand Aristide and his successor, Rene Preval, for taking only "half-hearted
measures" against rights violators. "For the most part, (Human Rights Watch) finds that the
complaints of human rights victims are met with official inaction," the report says. It also criticizes
the government's refusal to publish the Truth Commission's report and says it must respond more
vigorously to impunity. "Rather than enhance the rule of law, impunity emboldens reactionary
forces to continue political violence," said Kenneth Roth, Human Rights Watch executive director.
"It is time for this official indulgence of political killers to end."
Despite the setbacks, Human Rights Watch credits Haiti's last two governments with greatly
improving the human rights situation there. In its assessment of the US role in Haiti, Human Rights
Watch called on the Clinton administration to immediately deport Emmanuel Constant, leader
of the former paramilitary group Front Revolutionnaire pour l'Avancement et le Progres d'Haiti
(FRAPH), to Haiti for prosecution for human rights violations and to return all materials the US
seized from the Haitian army following the September 1994 US-led intervention (see NotiSur,
01/05/96). During Aristide's three-year exile, up to 3,000 Haitians were allegedly killed by the
military, or by army-backed paramilitary groups such as FRAPH.
However, the human rights group says that since the US intervention, Washington has essentially
acted to prevent the governments of both Aristide and Preval from investigating and prosecuting
those abuses, according to the report. In Constant's case, last June, the Clinton administration
outraged Haitian officials by releasing him into his mother's custody in Brooklyn and giving him a
work permit (see NotiSur 06/21/96). The only conditions were that he report weekly to immigration
authorities and not speak publicly about his case or past activities. Constant was also given the
option to be deported to any third country rather than to Haiti, subject to Washington's approval.
The administration argued that Constant's return to Haiti would contribute to instability and
insecurity there and said that Haiti's judicial and penal system were unable to handle Constant's
case.
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Critics have charged that Constant's long- standing ties to the CIA are behind the refusal to honor
Haiti's extradition request. They also insist that CIA involvement in Haiti is behind the US refusal
to return the documents confiscated during a raid of FRAPH headquarters following the invasion.
Although the Clinton administration concedes that the documents belong to Haiti, it insists that
the Haitian government accept certain conditions for their return, including Washington's right to
delete any names of US citizens from the records. Meanwhile, on Oct. 2, the UN announced that
the US would provide 25 police, who will join the 270 international law enforcement personnel who
form the police contingent of the UN mission in Haiti. Last month, the US sent 40 State Department
security agents to supervise an overhaul of the presidential security forces (see NotiSur, 09/20/96).
Security officials in Haiti said they expect the American officers most of whom are HaitianAmericans recruited from the New York, Miami, or Boston police forces to arrive before the current
UN mandate expires Nov. 30. At the moment, they said, the Americans will most likely be assigned
to the criminal investigations unit, which has been criticized for its failure to solve several recent
political murders and kidnapping cases. Eight Haitian police officers have been assassinated in
recent months by what Haitian officials describe as an anti-government death squad. In addition, in
mid-August, a Haitian-American former Miami police officer who had gone to Haiti to train police
recruits was killed in front of his home.
A public protest against the violence and impunity took place in the capital on Sept. 30, the fifth
anniversary of the coup that overthrew Aristide. Several hundred people demonstrated, demanding
justice for the victims of the military regime that staged the coup and ran the country until the USled invasion. Justice Minister Pierre Max Antoine told the demonstrators that the government was
preparing a bill to reform the justice system.
Although the present UN mission is set to end on Nov. 30, efforts are underway to secure another
extension, deemed critical in light of apparent threats against Preval and increased violence. In early
October, UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali said that security in Haiti has deteriorated in
recent weeks, and he recommended to the Security Council that the UN mission in the Caribbean
nation not be reduced as scheduled. Ghali proposed that the present military and police presence
be maintained, with voluntary financing. The secretary general said this would represent "the
minimum necessary" for the UN to fulfill its mandate in Haiti. "It is probable that the recent wave
of violence, which appears to involve members of the former armed forces and of extreme right
organizations, is aimed at testing the resolve of the Haitian National Police, the government and the
international community," said Ghali.
Meanwhile, on Sept. 30, Clinton announced that the administration will give Haiti US$4.6 million
of the US$19.6 million in promised aid. The release of the US funds follows passage by the Haitian
Senate of key economic reform measures demanded by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the US (see NotiSur, 03/22/96 and 05/31/96). The legislation passed by the Haitian Senate will reduce
by 20% the state work force and will pave the way for privatization of several state enterprises.
(Sources: Notimex, 09/16/96; Inter Press Service, 09/25/96; Agence France-Presse, 09/26/96, 09/30/96;
Spanish news service EFE, 09/23/96, 10/02/96; New York Times, 10/02/96)
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